Humidity: 40%

Wind: N 8 mph
adint Paul, MN | Change Location

NEWS WEATHER TRAFFIC INVESTIGATIVE SPORTS > TAKE ACTION DIGITAL EXTRAS KSTP TV EVENTS CONTACT US Q
QUICK LINKS: Spotty AM Storms | Weekend Traffic | Where to Waich Fireworks | Jimmy Butler's Phone Mumber | Links Page WATCH NOW 5 WATCH ABC News @
JUST POSTED

Senate GOP Releases Bill to Cut
Medicaid, Alter '‘Obamacare’ T ot

Congress is cool to Trump's

Senate GOP Release Bill to Cut Medicaid, Alter " proposaltoend heating aid

‘Obamacare’

Escaped elephant strolls
through Wisconsin
neighborhood

MOST READ STORIES

Child Dies After Apparent
Drowning in Maple Grove

KST PC v Police ID Victims of Early [
e Saturday Uptown

Shootings

June 22, 2017 04:24 PM
Man Arrested After Fatal

! Minneapolis Stabbing
Do you agree with the GOP plan? Let senators Amy Klobuchar and Al Franken

know your thoughts!

Blaine Garage Fire
Possibly Ignited by
Fireworks

Trees Vandalized in
Burnsville Park

KSTP-TV @
@ 141,343 Iik.E-s
T~

Take Action!

How would you like to reach out?

(& KSTP-TV

Joel Aaron snapped this photo of a
cumulus congestus cloud casting a
shadow last Friday night. A few storms
SEND VIDEO are possible on the 4th along with
Stk warmer weather this week. Track the
latest forecast with us tonight on 5
Eyvewitness News at 10 p.m. -
Meteorologist Sam Ryan

Amy Klobuchar Alan Franken

Senate Republicans released their long-awaited bill Thursday to dismantle much of
Barack Obama's health care law, proposing to cut Medicaid for low-income Americans and
erase tax boosts that Obama imposed on high-earners and medical companies to finance

his expansion of coverage.

The bill would provide less-generous tax credits to help people buy insurance and let
states get waivers to ignore some coverage standards that "Obamacare” requires of
insurers. And it would end the tax penalties under Obama's law on people who don't buy
insurance — the so-called individual mandate — and on larger companies that don't offer

coverage to their employees.
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"We have to act," McConnell said on the
Senate floor. "Because Obamacare is a direct attack on the middle class, and American

families deserve better than its failing status quo.”

Democrats gathered on the Senate floor and defended Obama's 2010 overhaul. They said
GOP characterizations of the law as failing are wrong and said the Republican plan would

boot millions off coverage and leave others facing higher out-of-pocket costs.

RELATED: Republicans’ Medicaid Rollback Collides with Opioid
Epidemic

"We live in the wealthiest country on earth. Surely we can do better than what the
Republican health care bill promises,” said Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-
MNew York.

Some conservative and moderate GOP senators, too, have complained about
McConnell's proposal, the secrecy with which he drafted it and the speed with which he'd
like to whisk it to passage. McConnell has only a thin margin of error: The bill would fail if

just three of the Senate's 52 GOP senators oppose it.
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Sen. Dean Heller, R-Nev., facing a tough re-election fight next year, said he had "serious

concerns' about the bill's Medicald reductions.

"If the bill is good for Nevada, I'll vote for it and if it's not, | won't," said Heller, whose state

added 200,000 additional people under Obama's law.

The House approved its version of the bill last month. Though he lauded its passage in a
Rose Garden ceremony, Trump last week privately called the House measure "mean” and

called on senators to make their version more "generous.”
At the White House on Thursday, Trump expressed hope for quick action.

"We'll hopefully get something done, and it will be something with heart and very

meaningful,” he said

The bill would phase out the extra money Obama’s law provides to states that have
expanded coverage under the federal-state Medicaid program for low-income people. The
additional funds would continue through 2020, and be gradually reduced until they are

entirely eliminated in 2024.

Ending Obama's expansion has been a major problem for some GOP senators. Some
from states that have expanded the program have battled to prolong the phase-out, while

conservative Republicans have sought to halt the funds quickly.

Beginning in 2020, the Senate measure would also limit the federal funds states get each
yvear for Medicaid. The program currently gives states all the money needed to cover

eligible recipients and procedures.

The Senate bill would also reduce subsidies now provided to help people without
workplace coverage get private health insurance, said Carcline Pearson, a senior vice

president of the health care consulting firm Avalare Health,

Unlike the House bill, which bases its subsidies for private insurance on age, the Senate

bill uses age and income. That focuses financial assistance on people with lower incomes.

Fearson said those subsidies will be smaller than under current law. That's because
thE'_-.I"t‘E H'E'}"E.‘d to the cost of a bare-bones [}|EIF'!, and because additional hElF.:I NowW IJI‘G"JHEE!

for deductibles and copayments would be discontinued.

Under Obama’s law, "many of those people would have gotten much more generous

plans,” she said.

The bill would let states get waivers to ignore some coverage requirements under
Obama's law, such as specific health services insurers must now cover. States could not
get exemptions to Obama's prohibition against charging higher premiums for some people
with pre-existing medical conditions, but the subsidies would be lower, Pearson said,

making coverage less unaffordable.

Like the House bill, the Senate measure would block federal payments to Planned
Parenthood. Many Republicans have long fought that organization because it provides

abortions.

The Senate would also provide $50 billion over the next four years that states could use in

an effort to shore up insurance markets around the country.

For the next two years, it would also provide money that insurers use to help lower out-of-
pocket costs for millions of lower income people. Trump has been threatening to
discontinue those payments, and some insurance companies have cited uncertainty over

those funds as reasons why they are abandoning some markets and boosting premiums.

The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said the House hill would cause 23 million
people to lose coverage by 2026, The budget office’'s analysis of the Senate measure is

expected in the next few days.
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