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WHY IS SULLIVAN HIDING?

;ijnce again ADAPT Sent a forma.l wntten request
for a meeting with Dr. Louis Sullivan. Bxplammg
- -our concerns, ADAPT requested an opportunity to

Here is my contnbutwn for Incltement.

_ inform us Dr. Sullivan had again refused to meet

e of people warehoused in facilities funded by his
tmoded ‘rogram.s are not 1mportant to the good
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‘discuss the issue. But, last week his staff called to

with ADAPT. Apparently the interests of mllhons'
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BALTIMORE BOUND

ADAPT is gearmg up for another round of actions _
on attendant services! This we are going right

" to the-dragon’s den. ADAPT will be in Baltimore
H,,Apnl 27 through May 2to brmg the issue of lack

of community based, user directed attendant

- services to the faces of those who control the.
; system. And WE NEED YOU TO JOI»N usStmmmm

Why Baltlmére? ‘Because it is the homé of the

: ; Health Care Financing Administration, HCFA,

ronounced hick-fa) which is the part of the
federal government which controls Medrcmd pohcy] _

: and fundmg for: attendant servrws, nursmg homes,
i _?state drsabrhty institutions, etc. ' ,

F Why Else? Baltrmore is only a hop (by ADAPT

Sens 'standards) down the road from Washington DC,

- home to the American Health Care Association, .
 AHCA, the major lobbyists for the nursing home

industry. Also the Department of Health and

- Human Services, HHS, run by Dr. Louis Sullivan, is
- in DC. HCFA i8 a branch of Health and Human
" Services, and ultimately it is Dr. Sullivan who will

sign off on a national Medicaid funded attendant
services program, and on dollars transferred from

nursing home programs to attendant services.

In addition to the abﬁon—packed zrdvodacy for
which ADAPT has become know, this trip will in-

- cludea training in community organizing and

results oriented advocacy by Shel Trapp of the -
National Trmmng and Information Center in
Chicago.

_To make your arrangements for hotel, etc. contact

Robin at Denver ADAPT's NEW OFFICE: 12
BROADWAY, DENVER, CO 80203 OR -
CALL 303/733-9324. Rooms can be shared to
keep costs down. ADAPT has also made

. arrangements with United Airlines, so if youl make a

your plane reservations with Robin at ADAPT you
will get a 5% discount.




bxlhon. Accordmg

‘ v’,_ADAP'I”s'count about 75% of the people present’
- “had been in one, and many individuals shared their
’ expenenoes ‘which were far from positive, about

of ADAPT at the Radtssou Hotel in Denver. Two

o execut1ves from the Colorado Health Care -
: Assoclatlon, CHCA, and the Drrector of the Texas

,V*Health Care Assocla n,-~THCA, also attended.

o ADAP’I’ began the dlscussmn by rev1ew1ng the‘ i

dustry growth sxmply reflects the agmg of our e

i populatron. They : admltted the lawsurt brought by L

be‘in a nursmg home Iromcally, by

bemg on the "receiving end" of the mdustry

The discussion reached the bottom line: dollars.
'And it seemed there could be no common ground
there. The AHCA folks admitted the system o
favors "the industry." ‘Willging frankly : admltted

- "T'd lose my job if I supported your posmon "Ina

_strange cucular logrc, AHCA snld they oould not

- Afterthe Freedom ”Day round of protests, the
‘Executive Director of the American Health Care
. Assoclatlon (the national nursing home lobby -
- group), Paul Wlllgmg, met with 40 representatlves

‘i entertam lettmg 1oose: : _
ok leavmg- AHCA facrhtles, and who w1ll no longer Vbe .

- agree to grve up nursing home funds because the

funds were for the mdlwduals in the nursmg

‘homes, not for the facilities, 80 the funds were not

the nursmg homes to gtve away..

*ADAPT organlzer Robin Stephens polnted out the i
" nursing home lawsuit and new OBRA regulations
- call for the redirection of energy and funds to
. move people out into the community who are in- -~~~ '~
-appropriately placed in nursing homes. . AHCA.
_ believes, however, that OBRA puts the mdustry
. under no obligatlon to release anyone '

The AHCA delegatlon would not EVEN agree ‘to-
give up the funds for th""’ i s €

r¥‘people who are

Al ‘APTwwantslto hberate more than Just :

all deservev the support services they need in the
oommumty,“ out with the rest of humanity.

-. 12 Broadway

Denver, CO 80203
: ‘;,303/ 733-9324 v0|ce/TDD
303/ 733-2676 fax

c ed by om (which iny apphes to o

_ Colorado Springs ADAPT marched 25 strong

~ to the doors of a local nursing home. Marchers ,
' carried a Statue of Liberty draped in chains, to

- symbolize our people’s liberty denied, and a coffin,

FREEDOM DAY!!!

ADAPT activists in over twenty cities joined voices -

in the call to FREE OUR PEOPLE on January
15th, 1991. ADAPT observed the anniversary of
Dr. Martin Luther King J1.’s birth by staging

_protests against the needless lock-up of people with ,
disabilities in nursing homes and other institutions.

Each community sent the message in its own style.
Despite the nation’s focus on the "deadline for
war" and the Middle East crisis, our message was

* heard, and passed along. The New Mexico Health

Care Association went so far as to send its
members a memo warning of ADAPT’s planned

'actlons in Baltimore this spring, and in Orlando this

fall. Tennessee Health Care Association included

in their newsletter an article entitled "Meetmg with -

ADAPT Alarmmg." =

Colorado targeted the nursmg ‘homes themselves.
In Denver 'ADAPT demonstrated at Asperm

~ House, the nursing home featured in the movie =~
"When You Remember Me." Despite below freez-
- ing temperatures, 76 people demonstrated out81de o

* the building for a hour. Finally allowed inside,
* they toured the facility and met with the state

Executive Director of the Colorado ‘Health Care -
Association who Aappened to visiting at the same .

time. In Pueblo ADAPT’s demonstrators were

- served coffee while officals faxed the demands to

American Health Care Association, AHCA.

to symbolize all who have died because of the lack
of decent community based attendant servioes.

Federal authorities locked forty protesters outs1de '

the regional office building of Health and Human

Services, HHS, and Health Care Financing
Administration, HCFA, in Chicago. Peace
protesters across the street and the impending war
were given as excuses for only allowing three dis-
abled people in the building at once. “A National
Public Radio reporter covered the event. Finally, -
while ADAPT’s demonstration continued outside, a
delegation met with a group of federal officials,
who agreed to send Sullivan a letter. ADAPT
made it clear this was only the beginning.

Tom Olin .

photb’ :

.New York ADAPT folks also went to theu'
-local Health and Human Services offices and met.

with the Regional Administrator, who agreed to.

- send their demands to Washington. Rochester,
- NY saw a demonstration when 30 new ADAPT

folks picketed outside their federal building. In

Philadelphia members of Disabled in Action

also targeted their federal building for thelr

L Frwdom Day demonstrauon. a

' Thirty folks in Atlanta showed up at the HCFA -

office to meet with the Regional Administrator,

‘but they were told only five could go upstairs.
~ When everyone else refused to leave the feds dug

in their heels too. Six ADAPT members were

1arrested. The message sent: ADAPT is serious.

Vanous state Health Care Assocumons were also

targeted. In Nashville, TN ADAPT closed

down the Tennessee Health Care Association,
THCA, with 20 protesters. Just as in Georgia, the

 cops finally helped the HCA staff sneak out the

back. ADAPT of TN had given them a taste of not
having choices, and apparently THCA had not liked
the flavor. TN state officials have since agreed to
apply for Medicaid waivers to help get folks out of
cantmued p.4
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nursmg homes. ,.In'Loursvrlle, 15 ADAPTlfolks
- ‘surrounded the Kentucky Health Care Assoctatron, ’
 KHCA, office. Finally, KHCA officials met with =
~.them msrde and sent ADAPT’s demands up to the _
- natronal offrce. -

S our new address wnll be .
1339 Lamar Square Blvd. Suite B
o - Austin, TX 78704 - |
512/ 442-0252 512/ 442—0522 fax |

In-r‘fAlbuquerque. NM 20 folks took the issue
' tates Senators. Then,

Tax Incentrves for
Access Modrfrcatrons

. $5,000) for removmg harners. “The tax credit -

state Medrcard offrce. I addrtron to passing along h ;23 gg?f;m (zufl:’eﬁgoyt; fﬁgl‘;: :ﬁgﬁmﬁ

ADAPT's message to. ‘hm s?:f{;ailﬁi:l:ézfg ,'recerpts below $l mﬂhon. ‘The credit can be

crs, taped texts, brailled materials, etc;
o mo 1fy equipment; or to provrde sumlar
E accommodatrons. e :

- referred to as "State’Schools." Ex mmates (A,k.a.' o ,Seetton 190 provrdes that any taxpayer may take

"Iesrdents") and their supporters protested outstde
" the Dever (in Tauton) and Fernald (in . - :
_, Waltham) State Schools on January l7th.

‘removing ‘barriers from a place of business or trade
(this is-a- reductton from the $35,000 prevrously
" allowed.) This only apphes to removing barriers -

/Cleveland OH Albany NY Baltlmore
MD, Eureka CA, Hartford CT, South.
St. Paul MN, Syracuse NY, and Topeka

- KS also held demonstratrons calhng for attendant

' servxces to FREE ?'OUR PEOPLE L

4

- changes to: walks, parking lots, doorways, ramps,
toilets, warning signals, public telephones,
transportation vehrcles, etc. In addition, another

- not covered by the above regulations, but whrch
-may meet a 1oca1 access eode for example.

ADAPT of Texas and Inc:tement
are movig..

‘equals 50% of the: modrfreatr_on cost, between $250 3

an annual tax-deduction of up to §15,000 from

© from existing facilities. Modifications can include -

~ part of Section 190 covers barrier removal which is-

Concrete Change Calls for

Another Round
by Eleanor Smrth

Salt Lake Protest %_Huge Success

A ADAPT surpnzed AHCA membersmp and

B ' : L _ ‘xecutrve Director: erlgmg at a recent con- |
' ‘March 13th 1991 was the long-awalted date B

o - || ference in Utah. In typical ADAPT style, the
/(mandated by the Fair Housing Amendments of = group of 40 snuck up a kitchen elevatorin

" 1988) when mobility impaired people could goto || AHCA's inaccessible hotel, and disrupted the
u check out or visit a newly-constructed apartment : ‘conference. Willging: agreed, in writing, to send ||

.and expect to enter freely. The Fair Housing ' ADAPT the names and addresses of his board -
Ammendments law states that apartments first

. occupied by a tenant on or after March 13th (or tives at the May 9th AHCA Executive = -
- receiving building permits after January 1990) . { Committee meeting when AHCA will vote on i
~ must have no-step en ances,“and at least 32inch . ’\"any resolutton AD APT proposes )
" doors throughout the or. - Builders have had : A
. over three years to educ ‘te'themselves about the
. 'most effecttve, least expenstve ways ‘to 1ncorporate
" the few ‘basic access features requrred. Instead, -
mdnstry groups. hke the. Natronal Assoctatron of
~‘Home Builders, NAHB, have spent large amounts
- of ‘money trying to gut the new law. Meanwhlle e 4
- NAHB has generated lots of publicity onhow =
‘concerned they are about access for elde: y and
disabled people, truly earmng thella__ R
"'Hypocntrcal." : i

: ‘ADAPT also took the' tate Health Care S |
|- Association to task. They closed down UHCA I
‘building and. would not let. any of their staff in
‘or out wrthout two- forms of ID and a doctor 8

] permrsslon.

WhlleAHCA waseonoedmgto ADAPT's .
emands, the state of California was filing suit ||
gainst Health and Human Servrces over the

1 BRA nursmg home reforms e

,, ‘Drsabled people and therr fnends had good reason
- to be nervous that on March 13 and thereafter new.
- apartments would NOT be. accessible and burlders
- would NOT be held matenally accountableby =
*~ 'HUD for not complymg. NAIIQHALACHQNS' o

wemphrs, andNew York, were among the crttes v
hich participated. Orgamzers of these actrons arev
seekmg participation for future actlons in as many
cities and towns as possrble. Contact Eleanor
Smith, Concrete Change . Atlanta (404)375-7455 or
Luna Concn'ete Change Chrcago S

‘ (312)226—5900 vo1ce or (312)226—1687 TDD

i Austm Atlanta, Chlcago, Denver, Los Angeles

|l of directors, and have 12 ADAPT Tepresenta- - e



© - these rules. -

The Federal C nications C ission. FCC.
published proposed rules last December, and
comments were due by mid- February. The Na-
~ tional Center for Law and the Deaf reports the
proposed regulations are fine; for more informa-
tion you can contact them at Gallaudet University:
- 202/651- 5373 '

The Egnal Bmploxmem
EEQC, held hearings last fall and will be publish-

ing proposed rules should be out by mid-March.
No more hearings are planned so letters w1ll be the
only way to 00mment. '

ADA REGULATIONS
ROLLING ALONG

The Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
regulatlons (which further clarify what will be
reqmred by the law) are slated to be finished by -
July 26, 1991. To meet that fast approachmg
deadline, the regulations (rules) are moving along
at a quick pace.. People need to pay attention and
react quickly to make sure the strong promises for
-access and equahty made by the'ADA are kept.
- Business, transit companies, builders, and others -
~who fought passage of the ADA are lobbymg hard '
. —agamst the regulatlons, 8o supporters must also stay  This mformauon was complled by the. D1sab111ty ,
-active and mvolved. Lots of letters are needed. " R13hts Educatlon and Defense Fund, DREDF, and

‘The er_anment Qf Immpgm&m DOT pubhshed They are puttmg together comments on all the
the regulauons on purchase of new vehicles last = proposed regulations, which they will share ‘
~ October, since this ‘part went into- effect th1rty days To fmd out more. call DREDF BN
after the ADA ‘was signed.. The rest of the DOT
 proposed regulations should be published by
~ mid-March. These rules will cover things like -~
. access to mainline, paratransit, rail transit and’ Sl
‘privately owned transit like Greyhound. DOT may -
‘or may not hold six heanngs around the eountry on

_ Manlyn Golden 415/644—2555 voice, or
_ j‘415/644—2626 TDD, or 415/841 8645 fax in
California, or
* Liz Savage or Manlyn Golden in DC :
202/986-0375 v/TDD, or 202/462-5624 fax.
1633 Qst Suite 220, Washmgton, DC 20009.
(note new addren and phone in DC)

Arhemmmmmmmmnm

Board (A’I‘BCB) is writing two sets. of For 00p1es of the pmposed regulauons you can:

proposed mhnml_smm one for buildings and  contact libraries and state agencies for the above
mentioned Federal Registers, contact the various

facilities (for Titles II & III), and one for

transportation buildings and vehicles. The first set
was pubhshed in the Federal Reglster on January

federal agencnes hsted above, contact local -

brulesforfm;len(lmlmdgm i TR
- government) and Title Il (Public A 1,
T t.mns).. Title III was published in the Federal -
- Register February 22nd, and Title-II on (or about)
February 28th. Kinds of issues covered in these
- regulations include: all public accommodations -
(restaurants, stores, doctor’s offices, movie theaters,
etc.), how much ‘must be done when a buxldmg is
altered, who is responmble for making changes,
how much must be provided in the way of
auxiliary aids and services (interpreters, readers,
. brallle, TDDs, ete) Wntten egmmems a.r_e due
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the Consortlum of C1t1zens with Dlsabmues, CCD. i

"_'Fourteen mem "

‘were hired to sta
-of veteran actors
folks and other

: Commumcatmns
- writers and the ;

This eplsod'effo‘c,

actor in" "black: face.

vT:,;:ff-SuIIJV.m continued. from p. 1

~ morning. The: ADAPT folks eomered hxm-outsrde ‘
- '}‘._ﬁ-for a brief meeting (the house bemg maecesslble),

e ls;a jall! Free our people NO

largely due to
sta.rrmg role of |

relentless and dyn

SOF Commumcatlons, 6380 leshlre Blvd. #125;
Los Angeles, CA 90048

&&c%\ c‘%\c‘%\c‘é\ <‘5\

eard round the world" in the "Opemng i

but his response to theif proposed meeting with

representanves of ADAPT regarding a national .

this national Pmblcm nd:'our pmpom solu- k
ut Sulhvan suggested a meeting with the

- HHS Regional Director. - Coleman pointed out
- ADAPTis loolﬂng for a pational policy. ‘Sullivan -
e ‘_'responded. "..I have ten regional directors. Itis
. impossible £ for me to meet, you know, everyplace I

vith everyone there. That's why I have | 120 000 -

< hlstory, our most pos1t1ye theme our
. beacon to the world - has been the
leveling of barriers when: they hold

ack individual‘ ‘energy ‘and talent...

' The Americans with Disabilities Act
'belongs to this noble line.  ADA is

-about ... a life of independence; a life

. of contributing to others...America is
. indebted to those who worked so hatd
e Sl toenacttheADA." '
,.If Equal Jusace is plcked up next season, produeers
- :(Thomas Carter Company, ABC Productions and
Orion Telev1slon Entertainment) will continue the
- disability story line. Spread the word about this
“"show, encourage others to see it and write to us. ,
Please send comments to Tari Susan Hartman/EIN -

‘ -‘It seems hard to measure the depth of oomtmtment
* behind the ADA statement, given his refusal to -

meet with ADAPT. Surely even a bureaucrat such

- -as Sullivan should understand the prospect of .-

meeting with 120, OOO employees acts as some kind

_of barrier.




