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ADAPT Workshop a Success!

By Rand Metcalf

A group of over 20 Houstonians
attended the second training
which ADAPT of Texas held Jan-
uary 20th. Local organizers Rand
Metcalf, Lee Sanders and Judy
Ziegler had worked hard to assure
the good turn out and their efforts
had paid off. The group included
several new faces as well as a
number of folks who had been bat—
tling METRO for years. After a brief
history of ADAPT, a film highlight-
ing past efforts to promote main—
line accessibility in Houston’s
METRO system was shown. The
film, made by CBFL, clearly
showed the issue of mainline
access was not new to METRO or
Houston’s disabled community.

The group was determined that
their desire for change would lead
to action. The afternoon session,
which focused on organizing
techniques, evolved into a stra-
tegizing and planning session for

FORNINEYEARS ¢

WEHAVE TRIED:

Persuasion and Talking
Studies and Task Forces’
A Limited Paratransit
UTA Agendas and
Meetings and
Meetings and
Meetings...

ADAPT of Houston’s firstmajorac—
tion. The following statement to
the board and the press tells the
rest. :
Press Release: January 22,1986
You, the members of the Me-
tropolitan Transportation Authori-—
ty, (M.T.A.) Board, have a great
opportunity to provide the means
of integrating the disabled into
the mainstream of society. You,
the members of the M.T.A. Board,
are given the authority to pur-
chase buses thatwill be accessi-

ble to the entire public. The ques- .

tion is, "Will be the disabled be
permitted to ride PUBLIC TRANS-
PORTATION?" We, the members of
American Disabled for Accessible
Public Transportation (ADAPT) and
Houstonians for Community
Accessibility (HCA), want a writ—
ten proposal fromthe M.T.A. Board
to purchase only lift-equipped
buses by the 4th of July — In-
dependence Day"

Now it is Time to Board the Bus!!!

The M.T.A. Board formed an Advi-
sory Committee of the Disabled
and the Elderly toinvestigate the
feasibility of accessible mass
transit in Houston. This commit-
tee was to make recommendations
about the future transpoitation
plans for the disabled. Does the
Board need the recommendations
of a powerless committee to jus—
tify 100% accessibility? Does the
M.T.A. Board need the recommen-
dations from a powerless commit-
tee to justify the continued prac-
tice of isolating the disabled from
mass transit? The right to move
freely in Houston usurps the
recommendations of any
committee.

The 4th of July is amostappro-
priate deadline forM.T.A.’s deci-
sion to purchase only lift-
equipped buses. Independence,
as a nation, was declared over
two hundred years ago when pe-
ople stood up for their convic-

tions. On February 12th, Abraham
Lincoln’s Birthday, the disabled
people of Houston will declare
their own emancipation proclama-
tion. On this date, a rally to sup-
port 100% accessible buses will
take place in front of the M.T.A.
building at 500 Jefferson. Lin-
coln, the Great Emancipator,
eliminated the institution of
slavery. You, the members of the
M.T.A. Board, must decide to
eliminate the barriers that make
the disabled slaves to the only
object of segregated transporta-
tion, METROLIFT.

Two hundred years ago, the cry
for liberty was "Taxation without
representation." Well, a popula-
tion that pays its fair share of
sales taxes are not being repre-
sented on the mainline buses. To-
day, the cry for liberty will be "We
Will Ride."

N

ADAPT Workshop
Set for Alamo City

San Antonio will be the site of
the third ADAPT organizing work-
shop. Saturday March 1, ADAPT of
Texas will meet with interested
local disabled persons for a down
to basics introduction to ADAPT
and organizing-for-action tech-
niques. The workshop, which will
run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., will
be ‘held at the Ruble Center, 419
E. Magnolia.

This is not ADAPT’s first visit
to San Antonio. A little less than
a year ago San Antonio was host
to the APTA (American Public Tran-
sit Association) Southwest Re-
gional Conference. ADAPT was
there in force forthree solid days
of demonstrating and protesting
APTA’s refusal to address the is-
sue of mainline access and San
Antonio’s segregated transitsys-
tem. On the third day of protests
ADAPT met with Mayor Cisneros
and negotiated several conces-
sions supporting mainline
access. The Mayor agreed to write
the council of Mayors asking them
to consider the issue of mainline
accessibility in their transit sys—
tems, he agreed to set up a task
force of disabled citizens to con-
sult on access to VIAby disabled

citizen, as well as agreeing to
meet several other ADAPT
demands. He also agreed to
inform ADAPT of his progress. To
date the great civil rights Mayor
has done none of the above.
Wayne Cook, VIA Director, is one
of the staunchest opponents of
mainline access for persons with
disabilities. He claims VIA Trans
does a great job for the disabled
citizens of San Antonio. (Sodoes
the Mayor, who points to his fa-
ther as an example. Question: If
you ran a city’s transit service
what kind of service would you
give the Mayor’s father?)

San Antonio’s disabled commun-
ity is getting tired of the double
talk VIA keeps giving them. The
VIA PR people keep talking about
VIA TRANS’ great service. Dis-
abled riders know better. The VIA
PR people keep saying ’our dis-
abled folks don’t want to main-
line, they love paratransit.’.
Numerous disability groups call
out, again and again, for MULTI-
MODAL transit,

The time for action has come.

ADAPT appreciates all the local
support in outreach and coordin-
ating this event.




By "J im Parker

avowed exiemy
) access1b1e .pubh

‘: deahng w1th this

"sinall, vocal’

has finally opened the doors to
its own downfall. .The old guard

has 1ssued a pohcy statement and -

a very.detailed Issuie Paperdeal-
ing thh the rights ‘of all of us
to. ut111ze pubhcly fmanced
transit.

APTA’s position is that dlsabled-_
people do NOT have a'civilright"
to useregular fixed-route transit. -

Rather, it is up to the local policy

makers todetermine such access.,

Itmay be fine for Chicago to deter—
mine that only para-transit is
. needed in Chicago, but what does
that mean beyond Chicago? It

simply means that only those on’

the systemride and if you are from
Texas, bring some wheels or for-
get being able to enjoy the fruits
of the city . . . it means that just
because you are disabled the
mass transit system is not for
youl

That is pure, polyunsaturated
bull! o )
~ Here is the n'ation’s'organiza—
tion for PUBLIC transit telling the
public that certain members of the
public are not really part of the
public, that because we’re dis-
abled we must be taken care of,
and ‘that society atlarge (and AP-
TA in partncular) knows best how

.. payers . .

group ‘of disabled.
people”- .(APTA’s ownwords); APTA -

<

to spend pubhc tax dollars, even

to the exclitsion of dlsabled tax—
- .. Y€S, you pay taxes .
“‘gven if you §ubsist on SSI; 'SSDI,

a. pension, or work. for a living.

This organization — APTA—is'the

lobbymg arm _for some 300-plus

transit operations across the U:S.-
.and ' Canada. Their policy posi-’

tions ontransiti issues and opera-

. tions set the tone for their-mem-

bers. APTA lobbies long and hard

..in Washington.for monies to fund .
.and help fund trans1t operations. -

One ‘great, questlon that hatnts

me is how APTA can push; for Iocal :
‘option” *;

.in determmmg " the-
avallablhty of transit for dis—
abled people, but ask for a nation-
al - commitment for dollars for
mass - transit? There’s the rub! It
might sit better if APTA recom-

mended a general policy for all |
transit systems that if the buses

‘aren’t-at leasthalf full once a day’
in every section of a city then all
half empty routes should be dis-
continued. After all, . people in
River Oaks (Houston) don’t ride
buses, only their servants do.
Hell, disabled people don’t even
have a choice in Houston, or any
other metropolitan area in Texas,
save Austm and I’m not sure about
Austin.

APTA seems to feel that dlsabled
people will notinstantly ride; and
APTA 'is right. It’s ludicrous to ex~
pect quick solutions (high rider-
ship) for a complex problem. The
freeing . of disabled people from
the bonds of 1nst1tut10nahzatlon,

P A and Civil Rights

from socletlal repugnance and
1nd1fference, and from the slave-— .

like mentahty of @ large percent— _

"age of our population does.’not

past injustices run 'deep .and
wide. Disabled people s problems
-are much the same, déspite the
‘fact that dlsabhng condltlons cut
sharply “across . - all * lines.

" 'Prejudices and 1nJustlces remain

deeply rooted in the attitudes of

-+ disabled ‘and-able . bodled alike,.

in family, frlends, foes and even
ourselves.

APTA finally has prov1ded an
opening for ALL disabled people
to rally around with its issue
paper and policy statement on
"Civil Rights and Public Transit".
APTA wrote itself into a solid trap
that disabled people must spring
with moral rightness and the dic-
tionary definition of civil rights
(that APTA quoted): ’civil rights
are rights. -that guarantee to -ALL
citizens equal opportunities,
regardless of race, religion, sex,
or national origin’.

It’s no fault of disabled people
that society as .a whole has
demanded that we live; but it is
the responsibility of society to
make damn sure that the society
is accessible to ALL. Wemustbe
the harbinger of that attitude

Beyond Advocacy =
Disability Pride

As' disabled people we are con-
ditioned to "be nice," to accept

our lot and if we are very good

maybe we will get a bone or two
thrown our way in the form of a
social program, an access adap-
tation or better awareness of our
"special needs" by the general
public. We are taught, as ever-
yone is taught, ‘our- disabilities
are the problem, and since it is
pretty impossible to differentiate
ones self from an aspect of ones

body and psyche, in a sense WE_
are the problem. Tomake itin'this -

able bodied world we must over-
come our disabilities by being as
close to normal as possible and
helping others forget our "differ—
entness". In order to do this most
of us try tominimize our demands
on society,.try to ignore our dif-
ferences, try not to rock the boat
by asking for too many bones and
to be sure they know we are grate-
ful for each one we get. .
Culture dictates whatis nommal.
What we think of as "the way it
is," is to a great extent simply

the way we are tacitly agreemg'

to run our lives. Culture is often

considered as unchangmg a‘xi‘d
static, ‘'when in reality cultures

--,__.adapt to changing situations just
as the people that invent and

maintain them do.
~ "Being nice," when boiled down

- to its core message, means know-

ing your place and staying in it.
It is in the best interests of the
people on top of a social situation
to keep things the way they are,
and change is scarey since we are
never sure of what the endresult
will be. Wanting to.be liked. is

‘One of the most deeply ingrained

messages we pick up and "being
nice" is tooted as the best way
to.be liked.

But. if everyone stays in thelr
place and isnice, atbest, change
is slow to come. By buying into
our culture’s traditional means of
dealing with disabilities, by "be-
ing nice" and trying our best to
overcome ourdisabilities some of
us may be able to carve out a com-
fortable rut in which we canhide
or mask our disabilities, and ig-
nore the fact thatin a very funda-
mental sense .we are considered
misfits, not partof the public. But

Austin Area
Stephanie/ Bob
2810 Pearl

Austin, Texas 78705
(512) 482-8543

George Cooper

1518 Meadowbrook Lane
Irving, Texas 75061

(214) 251-1421

Editor: ADAPT Collective

El Paso Area

Jim Parker

2708 Aurora

El Paso, Texas 79930
(915) 564-0544

Houston Aréa
Rand Metcalf
3233 Wesleyan
Houston, Texas 77027
(713) 621-3703
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changet! WE WILL RIDE!1t

there are hundreds of thousands
of others who because of econ-

- emicreasons;educational-Tea=—

sons, physical reasons and many
other reasons are. not even able
to make orfind aniche. These pe—
ople are beingincarcerated inin-
stitutions such as "state
schools", nursing homes, prisons
and hospitals. Some are being kil-
led at birth, are not allowed to
go to school, to marry, to make
decisions about their lives —
even in 1986. '

The goal the disability rights
movement constantly embracesis
"to be just like everybody else."
But how can we be justlike ever—
ybody else when we do not even
allow ourselves to be who we are?
As long as we cooperate with a
system that, at best, allows us
to exist as long as we pretend to
be something other than what we
are, we are doomed to failure.
Without the depth of our whole
selves we are doomed to be imper-
fect surface copies of those who
despise us, and chances are great
we will despise ourselves. Who
can respect you if you cannotre—
spect yourself? .

We must develop disability
pride.

Radicalism is not in fashxon
these days, but radicalism is
what is needed. Radical means
fundamental, as well as extreme,
and is related initsroottoradius
which connects the center and the
outside edge.Disabled people are
certainly considered to belong at
the outside edge of.society; some
consider us at the outside edge
of humanity. By changing the per-
ception of disability as accepta-—
ble we will be changing the center
or core of society’s perception of
itself, of "normal”. And we must
not kid ourselves, there are other
radical forces at work now chang-
ing our society in ways that will
fundamentally worsen our optxons
in life.

- With- the - statemeént
evaporate once the bonds have

been broken. As the black popula= :
- tion has learned and the white :
populatlon is §till having trouble |
understandmg, the prejudices of:

~ What is |
ADAPT

- ADAPT is about. taklng a stand.
"We Will
Ride", ADAPT.is saying we willbe
1nc1uded and we will be respected

- for who we. are, not in spite of

it.- ADAPT’s . demonstrations have

. two sides to them. On the one hand
-we are saylng to the transitdirec—~

tors and to the public we are ser-
ious and we are willing to take

- steps with realrisks to make our—
- sélves understood. "On- tlie other.
_'we are saying to ourselves we are
- ready to take ourselves serious-

ly, we deserve to be treated as
part of the public and we are will-
ing to fight for this. We will no

-longer cooperate with a system

that routinely ignores our exist-
ence and ourrights. ADAPT is mov-

ing toward disability pride.

ADAPT is about fundamental so-
cial change. The action of stop-
ping a bus is a simple action, but
a profound one. In a sense anyone
can roll out in front of a bus, but
in another sense. it takes a spe-
cial person since a great deal of
risk is involved. You are not"be-
ing nice" anymore. You are step-
ping out of line, A great deal of
attention is called to the person
who blocks a bus, much of thé at-
tention is not very friendly. The
action may involve arrest; itmay
involve media; itmay involve get-
ting the public angry; it may
involve getting hurt. It is often
a scarey thing. But it must be
scarey for the other side also. At
each action ADAPT has held there
have been about four police to
each disabled person. Why does
it take so many cops to get us

'back-into-line?"-

ADAPT is about equahty ADAPT
is seeking equal stature in the
public and integrated transporta-—
tion, but ADAPT is also seeking
equality among its membership.
Because the act of stopping a bus
is a simple one, you do not need
a college education inrehabilita-
tion, in computers, in business
administration to doit. Youdo not
need to know the ins and outs of
the regulations developed from
some haphazardly enforced law.
You do not need to be an expert
in independent living skills. You
need to believe you are the equal
of other members of society and
entitled to the same treatmentas
anyone else.

ADAPT is addressing the problem
of the professional disabled per-
son who "represents THE DIS-
ABLED" but has losttouchwith the
basic issues in her/his efforts to
work within the system. Anyone
who has attend a national ADAPT
action can attest to the wild cong-

lomeration of individuals
participating.
ADAPT is about community.

Those attending an action can al-
so attestto the beautiful, lumber—
ing process of the group deciding
on a course of action. Anyone in—
terested is involved and all com-
ments are heard. And the commun-
ity takes care of its own: making
sure everyone is fed, finding
funds for as many as possible to.
travel to and from the actions
(sometimes 10 or more to a van,
but getting there none-the-less), -
seeing to attendant care needs
with folks who are part of the com-—
munity and finding places for
everyone to stay. At the actions
community comes from members
sharing the freedom of choosing
not to cooperate with a system
which 'denies us our right to
equality.




" That s What
I Want To Hear

By Phil Ochs
Oh you tell me that your last good dollar is éone
And you say ‘that y-our pockets are bare
And you. tell me’ that your clothes are tattered ‘and torn
And nobody seems to care °

Now don’t tell me your troubles

No I don’t have the time to spare

‘But if you want to get togethér and fight
Good .buddy that’s what I want to hear

And you t€ll me that your job was taken away

By a:big old greasy machine

And you tell me that you don’t collect no more pay
And your belly is growing lean

Now' if I had the jobs to give

You know I’d give them all away

But don‘t waste your breath

Calling out my name 1f you don’t bave notbmg to say

From National:

ADAPT Does Daiias

And you teII me-that you don’t have nothing to do
And you keep on wasting your time

In the true style of Debbie,
ADAPT did Dallas. End to end!

After eight hundred miles on the
road, ADAPT of Denvermet with the
new and improved version of
ADAPT of Dallas on January 13, in-
to the late hours of the evening,
strategizing- and planning the
events of the next two days.

ADAPT united on the fourteenth
of January at :the monthly DART
Board meeting and delivered the
demands of ADAPT to Director Ted
Tedesco and Board members. Stat-
ing that if the DART Board chose
to continue to ignore the mandate
of the public, which was that fifty
percent of its fleet be 1lift-
equipped, then ADAPT was declar-
ing a moral war against discrimin-
ation by DART. Any bus that was

. not equlpped with:a lift and inuse -

was subject-to be1ng stopped and

held until DART- ‘cotild replace it .
with .an accessible vehicle. This i

pract:ce will ‘continue until the

DART -Board complies with the -~

demands" of ADAPT &nd- the public

mandate. “The - message Wwas
dehvered by Dallas ADAPT mem-—
bers . George -.Cooper, . . Kathy

Thomas, and George. Johnson. The
message, ‘was echoed loudly by
Joyce Tepley and Carol Corsey,
also 'of . Dallas ADAPT
ride!" was .chanted so that the
Board meeting could inot continue
until "ADAPT had completed its

demands. Thé' coup de‘gras was.’
a shower of play money for the-

Board members representing our
misspent and unrepresented tax
dollars.

The following morning we were
greeted with frontpage headlines
proclaiming our demands. By no
coincidence was it Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s birthday. ADAPT chose
a most appropriate manner to
celebrate his birthday — in the
streets!

In a matter of minutes, down-
town Dallas’s arteries were
blocked off and traffic was at a
stand-still. Buses were strewn
all over the streets and intersec-
tions. Atlast count there were fif-
teen disabled people and seven-
teen buses clogging the streets
of downtown Dallas for six hours.
We had as many media persons
as buses held captive.

After six hours of negotiations,
the police, DART, and ADAPT were

"We will -

APT

at a stand-still. With great fan-
fare, seventeen protesters were
arrested and carried off in special
vans. It was the first arrest for
Kathy Thomas and George Johnson
of Dallas and Kathy Vincent of
Denver.

ADAPT  could not have chosen a
more appropriate way to celebrate
a civil r1ghts leader’s birthday
than to fight in the streets for the

civil rights of people with disabi--

lities. ADAPT intends to continue
jts assault onDallas and the DART
system. We will return until. "We
can ride" in Dallas.

Chicago ADAPT, in con;unc’uon
with the state of Tllinois Depart-

ment of Human Rights, are holding -

public hearings which began on
February 20. We wish them well.
... Washington, D.C. ADAP’I‘has for=
cedithe DC bus: system to..commit

-wheelchau's. Keep up the good
work!

Austin ADAPT has Just forced'

their system topurchase 100 lift=

o equ1pped buses: A" sweet victory!

. The newe stADAP’I‘ group — Hous=

ton — blocked buses on February g
12, meoln s birthday. The. eyes1

of “Texas are upon youl

" independent living center’s board

Lo directors won’t perm1t them to

“be' associated .with. our ‘action
there because "we engage inille-
gal activities!" Where have we
heard this rap before? Cincinnati
must be a powerful action
because APTA is showing a public
split in its ranks over our issue
— Los Angeles is threatening to
drop their very expensive mem-
bership. We must keep the pres-
sure on. ADAPT organizers will be
working in Cincinnati at the end
of March to lay the groundwork for
the national action and to meet
with disabled individuals who
will not have their jobs threaten-
ed by the ILC’s board.

ADAPT meets APTA May 17-22in
Cincinnati. ADAPT members need
to meet on the 16th - call us if
you can go, need assistance, etc.
Just 50 good people can accom-—
plish ourgoalsin Cincinnati - let-
ting APTA know we have the power
and will win our right to ride!

._to makmg fifty percent of itsfleet-
accessible. to persons  who use!

:Cincinnati is shaping ﬁp to be.:
a pivotal ‘confrontation. between
.“APTA and ADAPT. The Cincinnati

WE __WILL RIDE

4536 East Colfax
Denver, Colorado 80220
303-393-0630

Has happened to better me

He’s right by your side”

. And you say when you want 1o get your family some food
. You got to. stand.in a relief-line

- .No it’s’ a sin arid a bloody shame

. The way they’re pushing you ’round

- But when you decide not to take no more
Then I’m putting my money down

Cause I’ve seen your kind before.
And 1’11 see them hiany times again . -
But you know every bad thing that’s happened to you

So don’t explam that you ve lost your way
That you’ve got no place to go .
Yoir’ve éot a hand and a voice

" And you’re not alone, brother
That’s all you need to Know '

And if you re still wondermg what I’m trymg to say
Let me tell what it’s all about .
Now nobody listens to a smgle man

When he s waIkmg round down and out

So if you re. Iookmg for an answer

And you’ll never really know how far you’II go
Till you stand together and try

At Long Beach Boulevard & Pine
Street, They Stopped the Buses

Marty Walton, in a wheelchair,
and Frank Lozano, with his white
cane, were in front of a. city bus.
The bus had turned off its engine.
People had gotten off, and were
milling about on the sidewalk and
in the street. Many were angry.

"] don’t think they should hold
up the buses," a large, burly man
yelled, from the sidewalk. "They
have free medical care already."

Ronald Paulinsky was mad. An
winstallator," he called himself,
at nearby Ranchos Los Amigos
rehabilitation hospital, Paulins—
ky took turns taunting Walton and
Lozano and shouting his opinions
to the gathered knot of people.

"More than half the buses have
lifts already.

"You ride free, don’t you? Youin
the white cane theret" he yelled
at Lozano, who stood, quietly, in
front of the bus. "Don’t you think
you’ve made your point?" Paulins-
ky demanded. '

Then, more to the crowd thanto
the protesters, he jeered, "I bet
you don’t got a wife at home to

come home to."

"t costs $30,000 a [lift,"
Paulinsky . con‘anued taking
another tack."Alotta guys atRan-
chos Los Amigos don’twantth1s.

Walton and Lozano said
nothing.

*1*11 move your assi" Paulmsky
shouted, after a pause. But hedid
nothing. He stayed on the side-
walk, pacing and shouting.

"How long you gonna be here?"

a high school boy asked the two.
"] gotta gethome. I’11 get a spank-—
ing if I don’t get home."

Other high school kids pleaded
with them to release the buses.
"]’11 even bring out an extra chair
and sit with you" one said, if
they’d just let the bus go so they
could get home.

"Do you think holding four buses
here will really make a differ-
ence? a bystander said.

Paulinsky again, to the crowd:
"Don’t you think we do enough for
these people already?" Then, to
Walton and Lozano: "My taxes are
paying for your care. :

"If I were in front of the bus,
people would kickme,: Paulinsky
told: them. ioudly. "We can’tkick
you." .

Fmally Lozano spoke. "Your'
anger," he said to’ Paulinsky,
"makes you as blind asme." Wal-
lace Nolen, of Long Beach, stood
a .little ways back, observing it.
all; "The only way you can get:
public opinion swayed " he sa1d
Yis by demonstrat1ng

F1fty one people were arrested
by Long Beach.police; ‘the largest
group of disability rights demon-
strators ever arrested in this
country. Later, those arrested
were released on thelr own
recognizance.

From the January/February is-—
sue of the Disability Rag copy-
right 1986 by the Avacado Press,
Inc. Reprinied with permission.
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Corpus Christi

Corpus Christi hasrecently vot—
ed in a new transit authority and
is in the process of designing
their new and improved zervice.
But improved for whom? Lack of
public transit was cited as one
of the biggest problems atapub-
lic forum held by the Coalition of
Texans with Disabilities earlier
this year.

Austin
By Stephanie Thomas

100% mainline access for off
,peak hours is the plan for the July
service improvements for Aus-
tin’s ‘Capital Metro. Over 50%
mainline access is planned for
peak hours as Austin’s 100 1lift
equipped buses, ordered 1last
year, finally arrive. Austin ADAPT
members should be proud as their
efforts have brought their system
one of the most accessible in the
country — at least temporarily.
Another innovation slated for the
July improvements is timed trans—-
fer service. With this kind of
service, buses from different
routes would meet at appointed

..oz places and .times..allowing pas-—

sengers to transfer and change
directions without having to go
all the way downtown or to some
other central location. Capital
Metro is also getting ready tore-
up its taxi service contracts, an
expensive piece of the Special
Transit service budget.

Houston
By Rand Metcalf

Houston disability activists
forced the METRO Board to face the
reality that the issue of mainline
access is not dead by any means.
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A street action was held February
12, Lincoln’s birthday and tes-
timony on accessing transit was
given at the city council meeting
that same day. Local support for

ADAPT was strong.
issue.

More next

Dallas/Ft. Worth

While others remembered Dr.
King’s birthday with services and
ceremonies, ADAPT members took
to the streets of Dallas to fight
for the civil rights of disabled pe-
ople on January 15th. Blocking
several main thoroughfares in
downtown Dallas, ADAPT members
took to the streets and held buses
for over five hours to demonstrate
their frustration with the broken
promises and separate and une-—
qual transportation offered by
DART. The local activists and na-
tional organizers were cheered on
by passers-by as the nearly day
long vigil continued. National as
well as local media covered the
event.

At about 4:30 the police moved
in to arrest, just an hour after
their negotiators had agr
ADAPT hold the bu .
night, as a symbolic s
in return for ADAPT’s promise to
leave Commerce street open.
Seventeen people were taken
down to the jail in Handy Ride
vans (which gave the police
excellent service) and booked on
charges of obstructing traffic. Po-
lice gave media persons the
protesters’ birth place as the
place they were from, thus giving
the impression the protestors
were just a bunch of outside
agitators.

ADAPT members also attended a
DART board meeting the night be—

ADAPT
2810 Pearl
Austin, Texas 78705

fore voicing their demand for 100%
mainline access. Calling for an
end to go-nowhere studies, to
rubber stamp committees, to bro-
ken promises and to. segregation
ADAPT protesters threw a shower
of paper money at the board say-
ing “here’s our tax money you take
from us while you give us no-
thing!" Many other disabled pe-
ople were there to testify against
DART’s arbitrary decision to cu-
toff service to persons withmen-
tal retardation, visual impair-
ments and epilepsy. The Board
finally decided not to stop serv-
ing people with these
disabilities.

Meanwhile litigation continues
in Fort Worth as theirtransit auth-
ority tries to weasel out of provid-
ing mainline accessible service
with the lift equipped buses they
own.

El Paso
By Jim Parker

El Paso still does not have a
rapid transit district; the second
election failed. However, the City
commitment to transit did not!
There is a new transit board,
which has'yet to meet, to further
work done by the last transit
board. There is talk about an elec-
tion in April of ’87, as that also
is the date for local election to
City Council. Such a date would
heighten the positions for the vo-
ters to decide which council can-
didates support what.

Also, an ’87 date will give Bl
Paso an opportunity to feel the
possible deep cuts in Federal dol-
lars for transit — up to 40%. One
local transit person, when asked
the potential impact of Reagan’s
proposed cuts, replied, "I just
don’t know. But, I do know that
when we were cut 3%, we cut back
our service 10%." Guess what 40%
will dot!!

We have a new director of tran-
sit. He is Mark Dorfman from
Saginaw, Michigan. Michigan is
one of two states which have a
state law mandating purchase of
accessible public transit vehi-

. cles. Our local transit committee

will have had a meeting withhim
before this issue is mailed, but
will relate the follow-up.

Currently, we have money al-
located for an additional 20 para-
transit buses, which would bring
the fleet to 35. Transit may sell
5 of the buses and keep a fleet
of 20 buses operating, with 5 in
reserve. )

The good news is that our transit
committee is beginning to press
for activation of the 30 lift-
equipped buses currently owned
by SCAT. With activation of the
30 buses, we could have accessi-
ble weekend, evening and off-
peak service. We will press for
two additional routes to go with
the accessible one now working
to provide some connecting

points, We will be in action
should there be backward steps
from moving toward accessibili-
ty. Adios from El Paso!lt






